Luke Jerram: Glass Microbiology Sculptures

Welcome to Luke Jerram's Glass Microbiology Sculpture Collection

Luke Jerram’s distinctive Glass Microbiology sculptures beautifully merge the fields of art and science,
transforming microorganisms into intricate, stunning works of art. His glass sculptures represent a
delicate balance between nature, science, and artistic expression, capturingthe beauty and complexity
of viruses and bacteria. The sculptures are designed in consultation with virologists from around the
world, using a combination of different scientific photographs and models.

Pushing the boundaries of glassblowing, they are made from borosilicate glass and created with the
same materials andtechniques used in medical scientific glassware for test tubes and distilleries. The
artworks are created as alternative representations to the artificially coloured imagery of viruses we
consume through the media. In fact, viruses have no colour at all, as they are smaller than the
wavelength of light.

The Glass Microbiology sculptures have gained worldwide recognition for their intricate design,
conceptual depth, and scientific precision. Editions are in museum collections around the world,
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, Wellcome Collection in London and the
Museum of Glass in Shanghai.

This curated collection features pieces each offering a unique glimpse into the hidden beauty of the
microscopic world.

Belowis a selected list of available works. See www.lukejerram.com/glass/gallery for all artworks

made to date. We also make new sculptures of other microbiology, to order.


http://www.lukejerram.com/glass/gallery

Covid-19

Size: 23cm diameter

Description:

Atthe end of 2019 Luke Jerram was approached by scientists from Duke University, USA, aboutcreating
a glass sculpture of a new strain ofvirus they were studying, which had recently appeared in China. The
very first edition of the sculpture was completed just two days before the UK’s National Lockdown
began on 23 March 2020.

The Covid-19 sculpture can now be seen as a tribute to the huge global scientific and medical effort to
combat the pandemic. It is approximately 2 million times larger than the actual virus and is based on
the most up to date scientific diagrams.

Luke Jerram sold editions of the sculpture to museums internationally and raised over £55,000 for

Medicine Sans Frontieres to help their work supporting communities impacted by the pandemic.

Another edition of Covid-719 is also available.

Size: 14cm diameter




Vaccine (Covid-19)

Size: 42cm diameter

Description:

The sculpture of the Oxford-Astra Zeneca vaccine was released to mark the ten millionth Covid-19
vaccination in the UK. The artwork is over 1 million times larger than the actual nanoparticle.

Editions of Vaccine (Covid-19) are in the collections of Eden Project (UK), History of Science Museum
(UK) and The Museum of Contemporary Design and Applied Arts (Switzerland).




Past, Present, Future (triptych of works)
Size: Smallpox, 25cm x 18cm | HIV, 21cm diameter | Untitled Future Mutation, 23cm diameter.

Description:

The Smallpox artwork represents the past- of allhuman infectious diseases, smallpox is believed to
have resulted in more human deaths throughout history than from any other single pathogen. The
causative agent of smallpox, Variola virus, was eradicated from natural existence in 1977, through a
globalvaccination effort administered by the World Health Organization (WHO).

The HIV artwork represents the present. HIV / AIDS was first clinically observed in 1981 in the United
States and although there is much medical research into the virus, currently, no cure exists.

Untitled Future Mutationis a fictional virus, a potential future virus designed and represented as a

sculpture by the artist.

Smallpox (left), HIV (middle), Untitled Future Mutation (right)



Pseudomonas Aeruginosa

Size: 77cm x 10cm diameter

Description:

Pseudomonas aeruginosa is a common bacterium that can cause disease in plants and animals,
including humans. A species of considerable medical importance, P aeruginosais amultidrug
resistant pathogen recognised for its ubiquity, its intrinsically advanced antibiotic resistance
mechanisms, and its association with serious illnesses -hospital-acquired infections such
as ventilator-associated pneumonia and various sepsis syndromes.

The colour of this artwork is as the bacteria looks under a microscope.




Smallpox

Size: 31cm x26cm

Description:

This sculpture was created to contemplate the history and global impact of Smallpoxwhich was
globally wiped out by medical science in the 1970's. This representation of the Smallpoxvirus is as a
complex three-dimensional transparent form. The sculpture was designed in consultation with

virologists from the University of Bristol (UK) using a combination of different scientific photographs
and models.

Another edition of Smallpoxis also available.

Size: 16cm x10cm




Malaria

Size: 26cm x17cm

Description:
This sculpture represents the Malaria parasite (Plasmodium falciparum Merozoite). This spiky version
shows the Plasmodium before it has entered a red blood cell.

Thefirst edition of the Malaria artwork was made especially forthe charity Malaria No More. Musician,
Bono promoted the charity auction of the sculpture in New York City.



http://www.malarianomore.org/

HIV

Size: 21cm diameter

Description:
Luke Jerram’s original edition of glass HIV sculptures were made, almost twenty years ago, as objects
to hold and to contemplate the impact of this deadly disease upon humanity.

Editions of HIV are on display in the Wellcome Collection (UK), Bristol Museum and Art Gallery (UK),
Alexander Tutsek Foundation (Germany) and the Corning Museum (USA).

An edition was auctioned for the HIV / Aids Charity AVERT, raising money for victims in South Africa.

Another edition of HIV is also available.

Size: 9cm diameter




Avian Flu

Size: 26cm x 17cm diameter

Description:
AvianInfluenza (H5N1), commonly known as Bird Flu, refers to “influenza caused by viruses adapted to
birds”.

In 2009, The Mori Museum, Tokyo exhibited this work in an exhibition called Medicine and Art, with
works from Damien Hirst, Andy Warhol, Marc Quinn and Leonardo da Vinci.




EV71 Hand, Foot and Mouth

Size: 23cm diameter

Description:
Enterovirus 71 (EV71) is one of the major causative agents for hand, foot and mouth disease (HFMD).

This virus is a member of the enterovirus species A. It appears to have evolved only recently with the
first known strain isolated in 1965. It was associated with an outbreak of neurological disease in the
United States in 1969.




Herpes
Size: 23cm diameter

Description:

Herpes simplexvirus (HSV), known as herpes, is a common infection that can cause painful blisters
or ulcers. It primarily spreads by skin-to-skin contact. Most people have no symptoms or only mild
symptoms. Itis treatable but not curable.

Thefirst edition of this sculpture was commissioned in 2025 on behalf of Prof. Akiko lwasaki to
celebrate her 25" Anniversary at Yale School of Medicine.




Untitled Future Mutation

Size: 23cm diameter

Description:
Thisis afictionalvirus, afuturevirus that hasyet to be born. Has thisvirus been created in the laboratory
or evolved naturally? Will the impact of this virus be of benefit or hinderance to humanity?

The common public perception isthat the only function of virusesis to cause disease. Butresearch has
now found a substantialamount of evidence that they serve several major roles in ecology and are
essentialfor life. Without viruses, the genetic revolution we are now experiencing would be
impossible. They also serve numerous beneficial functions that we are just beginningto research and
understand.

This artwork was discussed in the glass Journal Neues Glass and the New York Times.

Another edition of Untitled Future Mutation is
also available.

Size: 10cm diameter



https://www.lukejerram.com/sites/lukejerram/files/jerram.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/15/science/15virus.html?_r=1

How to Acquire
Contactfor prices. Payments can be made online by BACs transfer, will send an invoice.

Glass Microbiology sculptures are available for optional viewing by private appointment in Luke
Jerram’s UK studio or online.

We offer free worldwide transportation and expert advice to help you choose the perfect piece foryour
collection.

All works are limited editions of 5, except where stated.

Measurements are approximate as each piece is handmade and unique.

Contact Information:

Email: studio@lukejerram.com

Phone: +44 (0) 333 340 3382

Website: www.luke.jerram.com/glass

Location: Bristol, UK

About the Artist

Luke Jerram is renowned for his captivating, thought-provoking artworks that explore the intersection
of art and science. His multidisciplinary practice involves the creation of sculptures, installations and
live art projects. Living in the UK but working internationally since 1997, Jerram has created several
extraordinary art projects which have excited and inspired people around the world. Since his career
began Luke Jerram has had over 900 exhibitions around the world.

Museum of the Moon by Luke Jerram

This catalogue provides an overview of the artworks available for sale. Should you need further
customisation or additional details for any specific piece, please feel free to ask!


mailto:studio@lukejerram.com
www.luke.jerram.com/glass

